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d  Team  Impart  holds  an  altar  call  as  fellow  stror 
of  the  annu.il  Youth  Evangelism  Challenge  in  A. I 


DECISIONS  —  Shonn  Keek 
and  Marc  Minter  look  on  durii 
pus  of  Mississippi  College  in  < 


Inton.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


•  Justin  and  Bethany  Pigott, 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes 
leaders  at  Mississippi  College  in 
Clinton. 

•  Mark  '  .oberts  of  First  Priority 
of  America  in  Orlando. 

The  Nolan  Bishop  Family  Band 
of  Magee  provided  praise  and  wor¬ 
ship. 

Coordinating  the  event  were 
Shannon  Slover,  min  ster  of  youth 
at  First  Church.  Laurel,  and  Brad 
Van  Cleave,  minister  of  youth  at 
First  Church,  Magee.  Joining  them 
on  the  planning  committee  were 
Eric  Bean  of  First  Church,  Purvis; 
Kenny  Walters  of  Northcrest 
Chuim  Meridian;  Brandon  Lewis 
of  First  Church,  Oxford;  Chris 
Robbins  of  Main  Street  Church, 
Hattiesbure;  Dust  n  Long  of  First 
Church,  Matfuston,  Duncan  Tucker 
of  Pelahatchie;  and  Jeremy 
Burnham  of  Florence. 

The  2012  Youth  Evangelism 
Challenge  will  be  held  December 
27-28  at  Mississippi  College  in 
Clinton.  For  mote  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  MBCB  Evangelism 
Department  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  Telephone. 
(601)  292-3278  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  278.  E- 
rnail  jelHsWmbcb.org 
’  t  um  enrnuraeed  Mississippi 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jt 


The  annual  Mississippi  Baptist 
Youth  Evangelism  Chalwnge  (YEC) 
brought  a  message  of  salvation  and 
faith  m  Jesus  Christ  to  more  than  1,100 


baaed  Christian  ministry  that  show¬ 
cases  feats  of  physical  power  and 
strength  to  the  gkjry  of  God,  put  on  a 
show  that  few  attendees  will  soon  for¬ 
get.  Teams  Impact  members  Shonn 
Keels.  Chip  Minton,  and  Marc  Mtoter 
crushed  stacks  of  concrete  blocks  into 
dust,  snapped  regulation  baseball 


RAW  POWER  —  Team  Impact  mer 
demolishes  a  slack  of  concrete  blocks  at 
session  of  the  annual  'ibuth  Evangelism 
Wood  Coliseum  on  the  campus  of  Mis 
Clinton.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Ferkins  k  ) 
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>  redictions 
ore  appar- 


engulf  the  entire  region  in  till-out  war. 


nuclear  development  site,  no  doubt  will  be,  that  the  end  is  near  It's  time  people  saw  us  living  like  we 
rs  believe  it  is  only  a  mat-  because  of  world  events  currently  tran-  believe  that,  anyway. 
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Fbt  years,  those  of  us  doing 
ministry  in  the  area  of 
unwanted  same-sex  attrac¬ 
tion  and  outreach  to  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  have  worked  diligcntlv 


contextualize  our  message  to 
the  subcultures  in  our  own  cul¬ 
ture  like  we  do  in  foreign 
lands.  We  must  understand  the 
ways  people  think. 

"Foreign"  mission  opportuni¬ 
ties,  honestly,  are  just  getting 
closer  as  our  own  culture-  is 
decidedly  post-Christian 

Homosexual  behavior  is  one  sin 
among  many,  and  each  person 
impacted  .by  •  homosexuality  is 
one  soul  among  manv.  Each  of 
those  souls  is  Being  lured  into 
something  that  the  church  often 
fails  to  acknowledge 

The  truth  on  wmkh  we  stand 
is  constant  and  foundational,  but 
the  culture  is  fluid.  Let's  hold 
firm  to  truth  as  we  navigate  the 
waters  of  culture.  Let's  impact 
culture  with  the  propositional 
truth  that  has  the  power  to  bring 
true  meaning,  hope,  change,  and 
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Homosexuality , 
church,  and  truth 

By  Mike  Goeke 
Midland,  Texas 


to  help  the  church  9ee  that  Homo¬ 
sexual  behavior  is  no  different 
than  any  sin. 

The  truth  is  that  homosexuali¬ 
ty  is  different  It  is  not  different  as 
a  sin.  God  sees  the  sin  of  homes 
sexual  expression  as  He  sees  all 
sin.  It  is  different  however,  in 
that  no  other  sin  (oc  better  said, 
an  identity,  based  primarily  on  "We  stand  on  truth,-  and  the 
sinful  behavior)  has  impacted,  or  church  that  continues  to  assert 
is  likely  tre  impact,  culture  in  the  itself  culturally  and  politically 
dramatic  way  that  homosexual!-  against  the  "gay  agenda'  will, 
ty  has  done  and  will  do.  ultimately,  find  itself  unprepared 

Homosexuality  is  the  only  for  tfw  world  in  which  it  exists 
sinful  behavior  that  has  a  cut-  While  the  number  of  men  and 
tursl  identity  and  movement  women  who  actually  experience 
surrounding  it  What  other  sin  same-sex  attraction  may  be  irit¬ 
is  encouraged  to  be  celebrated’  hvriy  small  d«  number  of  peo- 
What  other  sin  has  a  pride  pie  impacted  by  same-sex  attrac- 
movement  attached  to  it?  What  lion  (either  personally  or  in 
other  sin  are  people  so  quick  to  someone  they  know)  is  quite 
identify  their  lives  by  and  to  large. 

adopt  as  the  defining  character-  Many  churches  see  the  cu  Jur¬ 
istic  of  their  lives’  al  acceptance  and  theological 

Homosexuality  is  also  the  movement  of  homosexduility  and 
only  sinful  behavior  that  has  a  believe  that  the  answer  is  to 


Send  changer  of  address  to:  The 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O  Bos  SJO, 
ladaon.  MS  39205-0510 


resolve  to  reach  souls. 

The  gay  community,  those 
struggling  with  unwanted  same- 
sex  attraction,  fire  parents  of  gay 


Tel:  (001)  968-1800 
■'  Tax:  (6011292-1130 
E-mail:  baptolrecord#mbcfe.ofg 


These  are  people  in’-  ^otoer  Ministries,  a  ministry  of 

need  of  the  whole  of  theGospel  Stonegete  that  minsters  to  people 

rlace  of  —  the  whole  truth  of  God.His  3lruggllnX  with  unwanted  fame 

trendy  plan  for  our  lives,  His  perfect  ***  attraction  Learn  more  at 

read  a  ways  and  the  life-transforming  http:llwwwMonegatefellowfhip  c 

wwup  power  of  the  cross  of  Christ.  om/wwnp201 l/cpmhtml  He  can 

batten  We  must  educate  ourselves,  he  reached  at 

culture  We  must  listen  to  stories  snd  to  mikegoekeatstcmegatefellmrshw, 

to.*fTn  the  real-life  experiences  of  am.  His  i.immrrifary  appears  here 

e  for  a  people.  We  must  be  ready  to  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 
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Looking  buck 


Christian  workers  pray  for  end  to  civil 
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their  homes  with  many  seeking  However,  Igo  and  Peter 
refuge  in  neighboring  Thailand^  voiced  cautious  optimism,  not- 
Given  the  depth  of  hatred  ing  that  real  change  seems  to  be 
and  bitterness  between  the  two  taking  place  in  the  country  since 


II  take  more  Myanmar's  first  "free”  elections 


such  deep  mistrust  it  may 
take  another  generation  to 
smooth  out  Lasting  peace 
will  only  be  found  in 
Cbnst" 

— “Mfcch  Ifo" 
Chnsvon  worker 
Southeast  Asia 


sought  to  improve  relations 
with  Western  governments  and 
moved  to  negotiate  an  end  to 
conflicts  with  other  ethnic  rebel 
groups  in  addition  to  the  Karen. 

In  spite  of  mixed  reports  on 
the  status  of  religious  freedom 
since  the  election,  Igo  hopes  the 
cease-fire  will  allow  Christian 
workers  access  to  areas  previ¬ 
ously  closed  due  to  fighting. 

Peter  hopes  these  changes  are 
a  signal  that  the  cease-fire  is  "the 
reafdeal." 

"Tune  will  tell,"  he  said. 

Among  the  ways  to  pray  for  openness 
Myanmar  *  that 

•  that  the  cease-fire  will  take  a  le« 
result  in  lasting  peace  and  sta-  Gospel 
bility  within  the  region.  groups. 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
uhth  God  in  your  oum  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
fl  have  sinned. ) 


Audio  Bible  available 


JACKSON,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Union  University  in  Jackson, 
Term.,  and  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  in  Nashville  have 
released  the  Reading  God's  Story  Audio  Bible,  s  recording  of 
the  entire  Bible  by  38  members  of  the  Union  faculty  and  staff 
The  audio  Bible,  in  the  Holman  Christian  Standard  Bible 
translation,  is  part  of  the  Read  the  Bible  for  Life  (RTBFL)  bib¬ 
lical  literacy  initiative  The  audio  project  is  based  on  the 
RTBFL  chronological  reading  plan  developed  by  George 
Guthrie,  a  Bible  professor  at  Union.  Guthrie  noted  that  mod¬ 
ern-day  believers  "are  increasingly  biblically  illiterate,  and 
that  is  due  in  part  to  a  general  illiteracy  —  many  people  don't 
read.  Others  simply  find  it  hard  to  take  time  to  read  the  Bible 
extensively.  To  provide  people  with  a  well-done,  accessible 
audio  option  for  daily  Bible  reading  is  an  important  ministry," 
Guthrie  said.  "We  believe  the  Reading  God's  Story  Audio 
Bible  will  be  widely  used  around  the  world  in  the  years  to 
come."  The  audio  Bible  is  being  offered  for  free  In  a  variety  of 
listening  formats.  For  more  information,  visit  blog.george- 
hguthne.com/ ?p*803,  or  get  daily  audio  postings  at 
www.twitter.com/reSdinKacbtonr.  LifeWay's  B&U 
Publishing  Group,  publishers  of  The  RTB FT. -related  Reading 
God's  Story  Bible,  also  have  produced  an  HTML5  reading 
plan  app  for  the  audio  files.  By  visiting  the  app  online  at 
http.  '/bit.ly/RBLReadingPlanApp,  anyone  with  a  modem 
browser  or  mobile  device  can  listen  to  the  audio  files  and 
keep  track  of  which  ones  they  have  listened  to.  The  app  is 
updated  each  day  with  a  new  reading.  A  full  list  of  apps  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Read  the  Bible  for  Lire  initiative  is  available  at 
ReadTheBibleForLif  '.com. 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sine  .and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  <1  repent. ) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Ifsus.)  — 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Samor 
and  Lord.) 


W  A  Criswell  pastor  of  Fust  Church  Dallas,  Tex.  From  1994  until  1991 
dies  Jan.  10  in  a  private  residence  He  was  92  , 


"But  as  many  as  recened  him. 
to  them  he gave  the  nght  to  become 
children  of  God.  mm  to  those  who 
Mine  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 


The  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship's  coordinating  council  votes 
unanimously  in  Dallas  to  call  Cecil  E.  Gherman,  pastor  of  Bruadway 
Church  in  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  as  the  first  lull-time  coordinator  of  the 
Atlanta-based  group  formed  after  the  SBC's  conservative  resurgence 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


Mississippi  College  is  approved  for  full  membership  in  the 
Council  of  Graduate  Schools  in  the  United  States,  according  to  a  joint 
announcement  made  by  president  R.A.  McLemore  and  Dean  of  the 
Graduate  School  Gay  C.  Mitchell. 
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and  they  do  not  need  to  be 
ignored. 

The  Mine  thing  on  be  Hid 
foe  our  hearts.  From  time  to 
time,  it  would  be  wise  for  us  to 
take  a  few  minutes  and  exam¬ 
ine  it  to  see  if  there  are  toxic 
waalr  materials  that  have  just 
been  put  in  the  comer  of  our 
hearts  and  no  attention  has 
been  given  to  them.  Listen  to 
the  Psalmist  as  he  Drays.  In 
Psalm  139,  he  »  talking  about 
his  own  heart  condition  In  the 
dosing  verses  he  said,  "Search 
me,  CFGod.'  I  would  suggest 
three  things  to  each  of  us  If  we 
are  going  to  detox  our  hearts. 

The  first  thing  is  Id  notify. 
Notify  the  Lord  that  you  can¬ 
not  do  it  by  yourself.  In  fact 
you  may  not  even  know  what 
you  aie  looking  for  because 
sometimes  there  are  those 
things  whkh  infest  our  lives 
and  become  a  part  of  the 
everyday  process  and  we  do 
not  even  recognize  that- they 
have  the  potential  oc  doing 
great  harm  to  us.  From  time  to 
time  you  hear  of  babies  or  little 
children  who  get  hold  of 
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fjjational  groups  issue  controversial  stance  on  sex  ed 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
Four  leading  education  orga¬ 
nizations  have  released 
national  sex  education  stan¬ 
dards  that  encourage  fifth- 
graders  to  be  taught  about 
sexual  orientation,  and 
eighth-graders  to  team  about 
gender  identity  and  the  morn¬ 
ing-after  pill. 

Many  say  the  recommen¬ 
dations  infringe  on  parental 
rights. 

The  non-binding  standards 
by  the  National  Education 
Association  (NEA)  and  three 
other  groups  are  billed  as  the 
'first-ever  national  stan¬ 
dards"  for  sex  ed  in  schools, 
and  they  provide  detailed 
suggestions  for  what  students 
should  learn  by  the  second, 
fifth,  eighth  and  12th  grades. 
From  a  social  conservative's 
standpoint,  nearly  every  page 
of  the  recommendations  has 
something  controversial. 

By  the  second  grade,  stu¬ 
dents  are  to  learn  the  "proper 
names  for  body  parts,  includ¬ 
ing  male  and  febiale  anato¬ 
my."  By  the  fifth  grade,  they 
should  learn  that  sexual  ori¬ 
entation  is  the  "romantic 
attraction  of  an  individual  to 
someone  of  the  same  gender 
or  a  different  gender." 


By  the  end  of  the  eighth 
grade,  students  should  be  able 
to  "  iifferentiate  between  gen¬ 
der  identity,  gender  expression 
and  sexual  orientation'  and 
learn  about  the  morning-after 
pill,  which  can  cause  abor- 

They  also  should  know  how 
to  use  a  condom,  the  standards 
say.  Gender  identity  is  a  term 
that  refers  to  men  and  women 
who,  in  essence,  believe  they 
weie  bom  the  wrong  sex.  Both 
gender  identity  and  gender 
expression  encompass  cross- 
dressers  and  transgendered 
individuals. 

Although  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  are  non-binding,  the 
NEA  and  the  other  groups 
hope  they  catch  on  with 
schools.  Others,  though,  are 
hoping  schools  simply  ignore 
them. 

'In  a  society  where  adults 
are  sharply  divided  on  how  to 
address  these  issues,  it  makes 
no  sense  whatsoever  for 
groups  like  the  NEA  to  tell  our 
children  how  they  should 
think,"  said  Bob  stith,  the 
Southern  Baptist  national 
strategist  for  gender  issues  and 
representative  of  the  conven¬ 
tion's  Task  Force  on  Ministry 
to  Homosexuals. 


“If  children  are  taught  values  thrf  are  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  biblical  values  of  their  parents, 
those  parents  would  be  put  in  an  adversarial  posi¬ 
tion  with  their  own  children.  This  is  just  simply 
not  a  healthy  approach." 

—  Bob  Stith,  Southern  Baptist  national  rtrotegra  for  lender  femes 


Stith  added  in  his  comments 
to  Baptist  Press,  "The  reality  is 
that  it  has  the  potential  to  create 
serious  conflicts  between  parents 
and  children.  If  children  are 
taught  values  that  are  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  biblical  values 
of  their  parents,  those  parents 
would  be  put  in  an  adversarial 
position  with  their  own  children. 
This  is  fust  simply  not  a  healthy 
approach" 

Among  other  recommenda¬ 
tions,  the  standards  say  by  the 
fifth  grade,  children  should  be 
able  to: 

•  "Identify  medically  accurate 
information  about  female  and 
male  reproductive  anatomy. 

•  Define  HIV  and  identify 
some  age  appropriate  methods  of 
tranamMsion,  as  weO  as  ways  to 
prevent  transmission. 

•  Define  sexual  harassment 
and  sexual  abuse." 


By  the  eighth  grade,  the 
standards  say  students  should 
be  able  to: 

•  'Analyze  external  influ¬ 
ences  that  (rave  an  impact  on 
one's  attitudes  about  gender, 
sexual  orientation  and  gender 
identity. 

•  Access  accurate  informa¬ 
tion  about  gender  identity, 
gender  expression  and  sexual 
orientation. 

•  Communicate  respectfully 
with  and  about  people  of  au 
gender  identities,  gender 
expressions  and  sexual  orien¬ 
tations. 

•  Describe  the  steps  to 
using  a  condom  correctly." 

The  standards  say  that  by 
the  12th  grade,  students 
should  be  able  to: 

•  Compare  and  contrast  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages 
of  abstinence  and  other  contra¬ 


ceptive  methods,  including 
condoms. 

•  Differentiate  between  bio¬ 
logical  sex,  sexual  orientation, 
and  gender  identity  and 
expression. 

•  Distinguish  between  sexu¬ 
al  orientation,  sexual  behavior 
and  sexual  identity." 

Valerie  Huber  of  the 
National  Abstinence 

Education  Association 

(NAEA)  described  the  stan¬ 
dards  as  full  of  spedal-interest 
agendas. 

"When  we  set  standards,  we 
should  communicate  the  ideal, 
the  best  message  to  achieve 
optimal  health,*^  Huber  said. 
"When  a  set  of  guidelines  fails 
to  provide  any  meaningful 
emphasis  on  optimal  health 
but  instead  gives  priority  to 
'condom  negotiation'  skills, 
we  have  not  set  standards;  we 
have  lowered  them  and  put 
our  children  at  increased  risk." 

The  other  organizations 
involved  in  writing  the  stan¬ 
dards  were  the  American 
Association  of  Health 
Education,  the  American 
School  Health  Association,  and 
the  Society  of  State  Leaders  of 
Health  and  Physical 
Education. 


Evangelicals  undecided  on  Republican  nominee 
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Poll  shows  group  not 
leaning  collectively 
toward  any  front  runner 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Evangelicals  who 
vole  Republican  are  divided  over  whether  to 
support  Mitt  Romney,  Rkk  Santorum,  or 
Newt  Gingrich  for  the  GOP  nomination, 
according  to  a  new  poll 

The  Jan.  4-8  nationwide  survey  by  the  Pew 
Research  Center  shows  Romney  and 


Santorum  with  the  support  of  22%  each  and 
Gingrich  with  18%  among  white  evangeli¬ 
cals.  Rick  Perry  gets  10%  of  the  evangelical 
vole  and  Ron  Paul  four  percent.  AO  of  the 
caione  calls  were  conducted  after  the  Jan.  3 
towa  caucuses  and  before  the  New 
Hampshire  primaiy. 

Romney  actually  has  a  significant  lead 
among  white  Catholics,  who  favor  him  at 
33%,  followed  tw  Gingrich  (19%)  and 
Santorum  (17%)  Romney  also  has  a  lead 
among  all  Republicans  with  27%  to  16%  lor 
Santorum  and  Gingrich  and  Paul  at  12%. 
Perry  stands  at  six  percent. 

Some  Republican  voters  and  leaders  have 


expressed  frustration  with  the  GOP  field,  and 
the  poll  reflects  that  sentiment  Fifty -one  per¬ 
cent  of  GOP  voters  rate  the  choices  as  "excel¬ 
lent/good'  compared  to  445  who  rate  it 
"fair /poor."  At  this  point  in  2008,  when  John 
McCanv  Mike  Hudcabee,  and  Romney  were 
leading  the  pack.  68%  of  GOP  voters  rated  the 
field  as  excellent  or  good. 

Pew  said  the  tepad  support  for  the  field 
compares  to  Democrats  in  January  2004, 
when  47%  of  Democrats  rated  their  field 
excellent /good.  John  Kerry  eventually  got 
the  Democratic  nomination. 

The  poll  was  based  on  landline  and  cell 
phone  calls  with  1,000  adults. 


2.  Doris  and  Billy  Howse 
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1.  Ramah  Church, 
McCall  Creek,  has 
called  Lonnie  Case  as 
pastor.  He  comes 
with  his  wife, 
Charlene. 

2.  Billy  I.  Howse  h^s_ 
recently  retired  from 
the  full-time  pas¬ 
torate  and  is  available 
for  supply,  revivals, 
and  homecomings. 
He  is  available  for 
Lincoln  and  sur¬ 
rounding  counties. 
He  may  oe  contacted 
at  (601)  734-6700  or 
2780  Gateway  Ln.  SE, 
Bogue  Chitto,  MS 
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1.  WCU  leadership  course  participants 


Carer  University 
■  high  school  stu- 
opportuni- 


dents  a  unique  opportunj- 
tv  to  obtain  leadership 
skills  through  a  hands-on. 


2.  Hampson 


college-credit  course  dur¬ 
ing-  j -Term.  Taught  by 
Hattiesburg  residents  Lt. 
Col.  Fred  Vamado  and  his 
wife.  Col.  Sheila  Vamado, 
20  high  school  juniors  and 
seniors  from  Hattiesburg 
High  School  and 
Presbyterian  Christian 
High  School  met  January 
2-6  to  expand  their  goal- 
settir.g  and  team  building 
skills  and  meet  with  area 
community  leaders.  The 
students  visited  the 
African-American  Military 
History  Museum  in  down¬ 
town  Hattiesburg  met 
with  Mayor  Johnny 
Dupree  and  participated  in 
group  problem  solving 
projects.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

One  of  the  world's  finest 
baritones,  Thomas 

Hampson  performs  his 
Song  of  America  concert  at 
Mississippi  College  on 
Jan.  24,  at  7:30  p.m.  Ticket 
prices  are  set  at  $40  per 
person  and  $20  for  stu¬ 
dents  with  an  ID  card. 
Students  from  all  schools 


—  from  elementary 
schools  to  universities  — 
are  welcome  to  attend.  The 
Thomas  Hampson  concert 
is  part  of  the  *100  package 
for  those  subscribing  to  the 
James  Sclater  Chamber 
Music  Series.  For  more 
information  regarding 
tickets,  call  the  Music 
Department's  Dottie  Serio 
at  601-925-3440. 


tunities  mat  help  support 
Mississippi  College. 

Sponsorships  begin  at 
$1,500.  Individual  tickets  to 
the  scholarship  banquet  are 
$200.  For  more  information, 
please  contact  Amy  Rowan 
at  (601)  925.3257  or 

rowan0mc.edu. 

Blue  Mountain  College  will 

launch  a  new  major  in 
Worship  Leadership,  a 
bachelor  of  arts  degree. 
The  new  course  of  study 
will  replace  the  major  in 
Church  Music,  ana  will 
combine  44  hours  of 
musical  studies  with  18 
'  hours  of  Biblical  studies 
and  Christian  ministries, 
and  14  hours  of  Worship 
Leadership  -  in  addition 
to  the  core  course  require¬ 
ments.  For  complete 
information,  contact  Greg 
Long  at  glongw  bun  -  du 
or  at  (662)  685-4771  e>  ten¬ 
sion  148. 


Former  Secretary  of  State 
Condaleezza  Rice  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker  for 
Mississippi  College's 
spring  scholarship  banquet 
Apr.  l7._Ricewill  be  making 
her  second  speaking  • 
engagement  at  Mississippi 
College;  she  served  as 
keynote  speaker  during  MC 


in  2003.  As  speaker  at  the 
spring  scholarship  banquet 
Rice  will  join  an  all-star  ras¬ 
ter  of  prominent  guests, 
including  former  US.  Senate 
Majority  Leader  Bob  Dole, 
magazine  publisher  Steve 
Forbes,  and  former 
Arkansas  Governor  Mike 
Huckabee.  The  annual  event 
has  raised  more  than  $1  mil¬ 
lion  for  scholarships  at  MC 

Mississippi  College  offers 
several  sponsorship  oppor- 


Kichard  Thomas  Michael 
Balkcom  received  his 
Doctor  of  Ministry  degree 
from  the  New  Orle.r. , 
Baptist  Seminary  in 
December  of  2011. 
Balkcom  is  pastor  of 
Southway  Baptist  Church 
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rooms,  nursery  and  tod¬ 
dler  areas,  and  other 
improvements.  Shown  are 
committee  members  Ruth 
Gaddis,  MoIHe  Dolan, 
Larry  Brantley,  Jason 
Tillman,  pastor  Bobby 
McKay,  Peggy  McDaniel 
and  David  Benton. 

5.  Pastor  John  R.  Sapp,  with 
helpers  Missy  &  Prissy 
Fran  tom  and  Aryissa  & 
Olivia  Fountain  of  First 
Church,  Lumberton,  are 
shown  getting  ready  to 
sort  ana  distribute  Angel 
Tree  gifts  to  needy  local 


6.  The  GA  girls,  leaders,  and 
mothers  of  Calvary 
Church,  Bogue  Chitto, 
went  Christmas  caroling 
during  the  holidays, 
leaders  are  Shirley  Allen, 
Karen  Fahner.  and  Pam 
Wallace.  Hal  flatten,  pas¬ 
tor.  Shown  are  the  partici¬ 
pants. 

7.  First  Church,  Vicksburg 
ordained  Ryan  Lee  and 
Chris  Goodin  as  deacons 
Jan.  8.  Shown  ire  Lee,  pas¬ 
tor  Matt  Buckles,  and 
Goodin 


6.  Calvary  Church,  Bogue  Chitto 
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Tut  Baptist  Recoup 


More  arrested  as 
protests  continue 
over  church-public 
school  ban  in  NYC 


NEW  YORK  (BP)  —  Police  arrested  43  New  York 
City  pastors  and  lay  people  on  Jan.  12  who  were 
protesting  the  city's  ban  on  church  use  of  public 
schools  for  worship  services  that  will  go  into  effect 
Feb.  12. 

The  week  before,  police  arrested  New  York  City 
Councilman  and  pastor  Fernando  Cabrera,  pastor 
Dill  Devlin  and  five  others  on  charges  of  criminal 
trespassing.  Their  alleged  trespass  was  kneeling 
ana  singing  two  hymns  outside  the  doors  of  the 
New  York  Gty 


arrests 

Broncos7  season  ends,  but  2g 
©B's  witness  doesn't  falter 

'  ^  ffivinr  h 


tOXBOROUGH,  Mass.  (BP)  — 

4  "tebow's  riveting  and 


L'enver  Broncos  45-10  in  an 
<  tonal  playoff  game. 

"A  lot  of  ups  retd  downs,"  Tebow 
said  about  has  second  NFL  season 
after  the  loss  in  Foxborough.  Ma. 
‘Overall  it's  been  a  very  special 
opportunity  for  me  something  I'm 
redly  thankful  foe  there's  a  lot  of 
thinp  we’re  proud  of.  Obviously,  it's 
hard  to  see  them  all  right  now.' 

Still  Tebow's  performance  over  the 
course  of  the  season  earned  him  the 
right  to  be. the  idartfng  quarterback 
entering  the  2012  season  Denver  vice 


Cotlegr  is  the  undergrade - 
4  at  Southern  Seminary  in 


was  a  touchy  subject  even  from  the 
start  of  the  team's  training  camp. 
Several  football  analysts  were  pes¬ 
simistic  about  his  prospects  as  a  suc¬ 
cessful  NFL  quarterback,  and  at  one 
time  speculation  loomed  that  Tebow 
might  fall  to  third-string  behind 
Brady  Quinn. 

Things  changed,  however  when 
Denver  went  only  1-4  under  then- 
quarterback  Kyle  Orton.  The  Broncos 


.The  Broncos 


entering  the  2012  season  Denver  vice 
president  of  football  operations  John 
Elway  said  on  Jan.  16. 

The  popular  quarterback,  whose 
habit  of  kneeling  in  prayer  on  the  foot¬ 
ball  field  started  a  nationwide  trend  of 
copycats  engaging  in  Tebowing," 
inspired  millions  of  fans  with  his  pos¬ 
itive  attitude,  charitable  work  with  the 
seriously  ill.  and  overt  references  to 
his  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 

He  also  earned  the  derision  and 
mockery  of  others  who  didn't  share 
his  rekgious  bebefs 

Tebow's  penchant  for  pulling  out 
seemingly  impossible  wins  also 
sparked  a  lively  debate  about  the  role 
Cod  plays  in  a  player's  sucoess. 

“It  may  be  that  Tebow  will  suc¬ 
ceed  in  spectacular  fashion;  it  may 
be  that  he  will  have  the  worst  game 
of  his  life,'  Owen  Strachan.  profes¬ 
sor  of  theology  and  church  history 
at  Boyce  College,  wrote  in  an  article 
in  The  Atlantic  before  the  game  with 
the  Patriots.  "Either  way,  the  Bible 
assures  us  that  God  loves  his  cho¬ 
sen,  God  is  orchestrating  every 
detail  of  their  lives,  and  God  will 
lead  them  through  success  or  failure 
to  the  end  of  all  things." 


handed  the  starting  job  tr  Tebow 
who  led  the  team  to  1 7-1  record  over 
the  next  eight  games,  including  sev¬ 
eral  thrilling  come-from -behind  vic¬ 
tories  in  the  final  seconds. 

Though  Tebow  struggled  late  in 
the  season  and  the  Broncos  lost 
their  final  three  games,  they 
squeaked  into  the  playoffs  when 
Oakland  lost  its  final  game  to  San 
Diego,  giving  Denver  the  division 
title  with  an  B-8  record. 

In  Denver's  opening- rfxind  play¬ 
off  game  against  Pittsburgh  Jan.  8. 
Tebow  had  his  best  game  in  the  NFL 
—  throwing  for  316  yards,  including 
an  HO-vard  touchdown  pass  on  the 
first  play  of  overtime  to  give  the 
Broncos  a  shocking  win. 

Tebow  couldn't  duplicate  that  suc¬ 
cess  against  the  Patriots.  New 
England  quarterback  Tom  Brady 
threw  six  touchdown  passes,  and 
Tebow  completed  only  nine  of  26 
passing  attempts  for  136  yards. 

"I  just  wanted  to  show  charac¬ 
ter,  and  anytime  you  get  beat  like 
that,  you  continue  to  fight,"  Tebow 
said  after  the  game.  'It  doesn’t 
change  who  you  are,  how  you 
play, Trow  you  go  out  there.  You 
should  be  the  same  at  all  times, 
and  that's  what  I  wanted  to  f how." 


•  Throughout  the  season  Tebow 
was  the  subject  of  mockery  and 


who  kneeled  in  a  mocking  prayer¬ 
ful  pose  after  sacking  Tebow  in  an 
Oct.  30  game.  Others,  including 
Baltimore  Ravens  linebacker 
Terrell  Suggs,  were  more  vocal  in 
their  criticism  “We  don't  need 
God  on  our  sidelines,'  Suggs  said 
in  reference  to  Tebow. 

Despite  the  criticism,  by  the  end 
of  the  season  Tebow  was  earning 
the  fanfare  of  writers  and  fans 
alike.  ESPN  columnist  Rick  Reilly, 
in  an  article  titled,  l  Believe  in  Tim 
Tebow,  reported  on  Tebow'* 
actions  toward  those  who  have 
serious  illnesses. 

'Every  week,  Tebow  picks  out 
someone  who  is  suffering,  or  who  is 
dying,  or  who  is  injured,"  Reilly 
wrote  'He  flies  these  people  and 
their  families  to  the  Broncos  game, 
rents  them  a  car,  puts  them  up  in  a 
nice  hotel  buys  them  dinner  (usual¬ 
ly  at  a  Dave  &  Buster's),  gets  them 
and  their  families  pregame  passes, 
visits  with  them  just  before  kickoff 
(!),  gets  them  30-yard-line  tickets 
down  low,  visits  with  them  after  the 
game  (sometimes  for  an  hour),  has 
them  walk  him  to  his  cat  and  sends 
them  off  with  a  basket  of  gifts." 

Reilly  said  such  actions,  regard¬ 
less  of  Tebow's  performance  on  the 
field,  are  praiseworthy. 

'I've  given  up  giving  up  on 
him,"  Reilly  wrote,  'I'm  a  100% 
believer.  Not  in  his  arm.  Not  in  his 
skills.  I  believe  in  his  heart,  his 
there- will -definitely -be-a-poijy- 
under-the-tree  optimism,  the  way 
his  love  pours  into  people,  right 
up  to  their  eyeballs,  until  they 
believe  they  can  master  the  hope¬ 
less  comeback,  too." 


Department. 
Police  held  them 
in  custody  for 
three  hours. 

The  latest 
arrests  came 
after  morrothan 
200  peoj.  fath¬ 
ered  in  tire  rain 
outside  a  Bronx 
public  school 
where  New 
York  Mayor 
Michael 
Bloomberg  was 
giving  his  state 


More  than  1 50 
congregations  in 
New  York  City  will 
be  forced  to  find 
new  meeting  places 
when  the  new  law 
goes  into  effect  on 
February  1 2. 


liiJllMI 


warned  them  to  leave  and  then  made 
arrests  on  charges  of  disorderly  conduct 

The  New  York  Gty  Board  of  Education  has 
banned  religious  use  of  schools  an  Sunday  morn¬ 
ings  or  at  other  times  the  schools  are  otherwise 
unused  —  even  though  the  churches  rent  the  space, 
dropping  an  estimated  several  million  dollars  per 
year  into  the  city  cashbox. 

If  the  ban  prevails,  more  Bum  ISO  congregations 
wiU  have  to  move  to  other  meeting  space  starting 
next  month  and  that's  hard  to  find  in  New  York 

°*?he  following  day,  the  New  York  Gty  Housing 
Authorities  reversed  its  position  to  evict  churches 
that  meet  inside  community  centers.  Board  of 
Education  officials  stuck  with  their  ban  on  churches, 
though  saying  it  will  protect  the  minds  of  “impres¬ 
sionable  youth 

On  Jan.  9  more  than  100  persons  from  different 
ethnic,  income,  and  denominational  backgrounds 
held  a  prayer  meetingat  Calvary  Baptist  Church  in 
midtown  Manhattan.  The  prayer  event  concluded  a 
city  wide  week  of  fasting  and  prayer  on  behalf  of 
pastors  and  council  members  who  are  working  to 
overturn  the  ban. 

Bronx  pastor  Dimas  Salberrios  said  the  ban 
would  be  particularly  harmful  in  poorer  communi¬ 
ties.  Churches  in  boroughs  like  Queens  and  the 


lower  enme  rates,  help  tor  the  poor  and  homeless, 
and  educational  assistance  for  children  as  examples 
of  what  churches  contribute. 

The  Bronx  pastot;  who  has  battled  homicides  in 
his  own  neighborhood  and  been  held  at  gunpoint 
six  times,  has  been  on  a  hunger  strike  since  Jan.  1 
and  says  he  won't  eat  until  the  ban  is  overturned. 

Attempts  at  a  legislative  fix  are  underway.  New 
York  Assemblyman  Nelson  Castro  has  introduced 
Bill  A08800,  which  would  allow  'the  use  of  school 
buildings  and  school  sites  tor  religious  meetings 
and  worship  when  not  in  use  for  school  purposes  or 
when  such  service  or  worship  is  deemed  not  dis- 
ruptivtqf  normal  school  operations." 
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Court  rules  unanimously  on  Christian  school  employment  case 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  In  a  landmark 
decision  for  churches,  the  US.  Supreme 
Court  has  for  the  first  time  ruled  Brat  a 
"ministerial  exception"  allows  congrega¬ 
tions  and  religious  groups  to  hire  and  fire 
ministers  free  of  federal  employment  dis¬ 
crimination  laws. 

The  unanimous  ruling  on  Jan.  11  in  a 
case  ck*ety  watched  by  religious  liberty 
organizations  involved  a  teacher  who  had 
been  fired  from  an  Evangelical  cutheran 
Church  school  in  Michigan.  The  teacher 
the  equivalent  of  a  minister  in  the  school's 
employee  classification,  sued  the  school 
after  she  was  fired,  and  the  Sixth  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  ruled  in  her  favor. 

Although  the  case  only  involved  one 
employee  at  a  Christian  school  the  con¬ 
stitutional  principle  in  the  case  could 
have  impacted  churches.  Observers  con¬ 
sidered  it  one  of  the  most  significant 
religious  freedom  cases  to  reach  the 
hid?  court  in  decades. 

The  Sixth  Circuit's  decision  worried 
religious  groups  who  feared  that  a  ruling 
against  them  would  strike  a  blow  to  their 
hiring  freedoms.  The  Southern  Baptist 


Convention's  Ethics  ft  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  and  International  Mission 
Board  signed  a  brief  urging  the  high  court 
to  side  with  the  Lutheran  school. 

The  Supreme  Court,  with  no  dissenters, 
said  that  the  Fust  Amendment  is  dear  in 
preventing  government  interference.  "The 
Establishment  Clause  prevents  the 
Government  from  appointing  ministers, 
and  the  Free  Exercise  Clause  prevents  it 
from  interfering  with  the  freedom  of  reli¬ 
gious  groups  to  select  their  own"  Chief 
Justice  John  Roberts  wrote  for  the  court. 

The  two  clauses  are  found  in  the 
section  of  the  First  Amendment  per¬ 
taining  to  religious  liberty:  "The 
Congress  shall  make  no  law  respect¬ 
ing  an  establishment  of  religion,  or 
prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof." 

Although  lower  courts  had  sided  with 
the  ministerial  exception  the  Supreme 
Court  had  never  ruled  on  the  matter 

"We  agree  that  there  is  such  a  minister¬ 
ial  exception"  Roberts  wrote.  ' 
Requiring  a  church  to  accept  or  retain  an 
unwanted  minister,  or  punishing  a  church 
for  failing  to  do  so,  intrudes  upon  more 


than  a  mere  employment  decision  Such 
action  interferes  with  the  internal  gover¬ 
nance  of  the  church,  depriving  the  murch 
of  control  over  the  selection  <3  those  who 
will  personify  its  beliefs.  By  imposing  an 
unwanted  minister  the  state  infringes  the 
Free  Exercise  Clause,  which  protects  a  reli¬ 
gious  group's  right  to  shape  its  own  faith 
and  mission  through  its  appointments. 

Roberts  added:  "According  the  state  the 
power  to  determine  which  individuals 
will  minister  to  the  faithful  also  violates 
the  Establishment  Clause,  which  prohibits 
government  involvement  in  such  ecclesi¬ 
astical  decisions.'' 

In  his  22-page  decision,  Roberts  set 
forth  historical  background,  noting  that 
the  Puritans  fled  to  hfirw  England  in  order 
to  "escape  the  control  of  the  national 
church."  After  the  First  Amendment  was 
adopted  in  the  late  1700s,  Roberts  said,  the 
federal  government  made  dear  its  under¬ 
standing  of  the  amendment's  meaning. 
For  example,  when  the  first  Catholic  bish- 
op  in  the  US.  asked  President  Jefferson  in 
1806  who  should  be  appointed  to  direct 
the  affairs  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  the 


Louisiana  Territory,  Secretaiy  of  State 
James  Madison  responded  that  it  was 
an  "entirely  ecclesiastical  matter"  for 
the  church  to  decide.  Roberts  also 
quoted  an  1872  Supreme  Court  opin¬ 
ion  in  which  the  justices  refusea  to 
decide  whether  slavery  or  anti-slav¬ 
ery  factions  controlled  Walnut  Street 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

The  Becket  Fund  for  Religious  Liberty 
represented  the  Lutheran  school 

"The  message  of  today's  opinion  is 
clear:  The  government  can't  tell  a 
church  who  should  be  teaching  its 
religious  message,"  said  Luke 
Goodrich,  deputy  national  litigation 
director  at  the  Becket  Fund  "Inis  is  a 
huge  victory^  Tor  religious  freedom 
and  a  rebuke  to  the  government, 
which  was  trying  to  regulate  how 
churches  select  their  ministers." 

The  Department  of  Justice  had  urged 
the  high  court  to  reject  totally  the  "ministe¬ 
rial  exception." 

The  Alliance  Defense  Fund,  which  also 
has  been  involved  in  the  case,  also 
applauded  the  ruling. 


New  symbol  for  'throwing7  Christian  love  surfaces 


MOBILE,  Ala.  (BP)  —  It's  a 
simple  idea,  associating  a 
three-finger  hand  gesture 
with  the  Trinity.  Mark 
Mitchum,  creator  of  "three- 
throwring,"  believes  it  can  be  a 
clearly  defined,  unmistakable 
hand  gesture  for  Christians 
when  verbal  fellowship  can’t 
occur. 

'I  came  up  with  the  idea 
while  driving  around,"  said 
Mitchum,  a  registered  nurse 
in  a  cardiac  cath  lab  in 
Panama  City,  Fla.,  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  Church  there.  "I 
would  see  lots  of  Christian 
symbols  like  the  cross,  fish, 
dove,  or  even  a  clever  bumper 
sticker  or  two,  and  would 


think,  'Hey  that's  cool. 
Christians,  but  what 
know  about  me? 


They're 
io  they 


'I  figured  a  simple  Christian 
hand  gesture  could  connect  us 
for  a  few  seconds  and  allow  fel¬ 
lowship  and  encouragement." 

In  researching  Chnstian  ges¬ 
tures,  however,  Mitchum  said 
he  found  nothing  in  main¬ 
stream  pop  culture  seen  as 
Christian. 

Until  now.  Mitchum  is  on  a 
mission  to  spread  the  three-fin¬ 
ger  Trinity  sign  to  the  Christian 
community.  ’'Mark  has  given 
the  body  of  Christ  a  simple  yet 
meaningful  symbol  for  encour¬ 
aging  one  another  as  wre  are 
walking  in  the  world,"  said 
Craig  Conner,  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Panama  City. 

"A  simoW  'three  throw' 

reminds  us  who  we  are  and  chal- 
tap«us  to  fight  the  good  fight 

Mitchum  hopes  to  see  three- 
throwing  used  to  promote  fel¬ 
lowship  and  community  among 
followers  of  Christ  whether  in 


THROW 


THREETHROWING  —  Mark  Mitchum  "threethrows"  at  a  busy  street  corner  in  Panama  City,  Fla. 
The  registered  nurse  and  his  supporters  are  out  to  'revolutionize'  the  nation  with  the  non-verbal 
indication  of  faith.  (BP  photo) 


tos,  or  anywhere  else  the 
can't  be  heard.” 


In  order  to  raise  awareness  of 
the  Trinity  symbol  Mitchum  cre¬ 
eled  •  YouTube  video  deled. 
Three  Throw  the  Trinity 
Christian  hand  sign!,  which 
shows  it  being  used  at  a  busy 
intersection.  Mark  was  also  inter¬ 
viewed  about  threethrowing  on 
K-LOVE  national  Christian  radio 
last  year. 

In  addition,  Mitchum  has 
given  his  three-finger  Trinity  art¬ 
work  to  the  Panama  City  Rescue 


Mission  to  help  raise  funding  for 
their  multiple  ministries. 

-  "We  ere  Inspired  by  Marie's 
generosity,"  said  Amanda 
Harris  Bawn,  the  rescue  mis¬ 
sion's  director  of  development 
and  public  relations.  "The 
Trinity  sticker  has  the  power  to 
be  a  worldwide  movement  and 
we  are  honored  to  be  part  of  it 
We  are  especially  thankful  for 
the  awareness  Mark  brings  to 
issues  of  hunger,  homeless. 


poverty  and  abuse  here  locally. 

"Mark  is  a  great  example  of 
believers  standing  up  for  what 
Jesus  called  us  to  do,  and  the 
Trinity  sign  is  just  one  of  his 
many  blessings  offered  to  the 
Panama  City  Rescue  Mission." 

Mitchum.  a  1995  graduate  of 
the  Baptist-affiliatedUniversitv 
of  Mobile,  hopes  the  Trinity 
symbol  also  can  spark  the 
curiosity  of  nonbelievers,  pro- 
vidi  tg  a  convenient  icebreaker 


for  them  to  ask  questions  and 
begin  dialogue. 

V'I  think  this  expression  of 
our  faith  has  the  potential  to 
sweep  across  the  nation  and 
world,"  said  Bruce  Raley, 
national  education  ministry 
leader  with  Lifeway  Christian 
Resources  in  Nashville  and  for¬ 
mer  teaching  pastor  at  First 
Church  in  Panama  City. 

"This  simple  sign  is  a  means 
to  let  others  know  of  our  faith 
and  life  in  Jesus  Christ.  There  is 
encouragement  in  knowing 
that  others  in  our  community 
are  Christians  and  not  ashamed 
to  proclaim  so.” 

Matthew  18:20  serves  as  a 
cornerstone  for  Mitchum's 
threethrowing  initiative:  "For 
where  two  or  three  are  gath¬ 
ered  together,  I  am  there  in  the 
midst  of  them."  Mitchum 
encourages  believers  to  lift  up 
Christ  and  promote  a  sense  of 
Christian  unity  where  it's  never 
been  evident  before. 

More  than  just  holding  up 
three  fingers,  the  Trinity  ges¬ 
ture  can  be  a  way  of  glorify¬ 
ing  the  name  of  Jesus  in  a  cre¬ 
ative,  unconventional  way, 
Mitchum  said. 

"There  is  just  something  dif¬ 
ferent  eternity-centered  and  all- 
completing  about  helping  initiate 
and  establish  a  way  for  the  King 
of  the  universe  to  be  exalted  in 
more  places  and  by  more  people 
than  before,"  he  said. 

"What  we  as  Christians'did 
for  the  glory  of  our  Savior, 
Jesus  Christ,  will  be  the  only 
true  criteria  for  any  effort 
worth  remembering  and  cele¬ 
brating." 

Editor's  note:  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  atxiut  the  Trinity  threethrvunng 
symbol,  including  the  K-LOVE 
interview  with  Mark  Mitchum,  go  to 
www.threethrow.com 
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Church  security: 
Lack  of  plan  can 
lead  to  tragedy 


By  Chester  L.  Quarles 


Sixth  in  a  seven-part, 
a  periodica  I  series 

You've  just  encountered  an 
armed  intruder  in  your  church. 
What  do  you  do?  How  do  yap 
respond  to  a  nightmare? 

You  need  a  well  thought-dut 
plan,  because  most  people  kfee 
their  ability  to  think  logically  dur¬ 
ing  an  ongoing  crisis.  They  lose 
their  cognitive  processing  and 
make  bad  decisions.  Being  pre¬ 
pared  can  save  your  life  and  the 
lives  of  those  in  your  congregation. 
Having  a  plan  gives  you  an  edge! 

Unfortunately,  there  is  no  one- 
size- fits-all  plan  for  an  armed 
predator  in  any  church.  The 
mega-church  has  many  more 
options  than  does  a  small  congre¬ 
gation.  A  single  shooter  can't  con¬ 
trol  a  crowd  of  3,000-10,000  wor¬ 
shipers.  Worshipers  some  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  spree  shooter  can 
mcuMethro^iatoMliivt^ 

shooter  can  control  allof  the  exits. 

Most  shooting  trajectories 
(the  path  of  the  bullet)  are  high¬ 
er  than  18  inches.  Positioning 
yourself  lower  than  this  signifi¬ 
cantly  decreases  your  chances  of 
being  shot.  If  everyone  hits  the 
floor,  it  will  also  provide  a  clear 
shot  for  any  gun-carrying 

Sardian  or  police  officer  wor- 
iping  with  you. 

The  officer  or  guardian  can't 
fire  if  innocent  people  are  in  the 
way.  He  or  she  is  totally  help¬ 
less,  even  with  a  firearm,  the 
skill  to  use  it  well,  and  the  will 
to  use  it  to  save  lives  in  a  chaot¬ 
ic  situation,  where  innocents 
impede  a  clear  shot. 

The  time  to  stop  thh  spree 
shooter  is  before  he  enters  the 
sanctuary.  This  is  accomplished 
by  a  layered  security  program 
which  should  begin  at  your  park¬ 
ing  area.  This  is  where  your 
guardians  can  intervene.  The  best 
weapon  available  in  a  church 
shooting  event  is  not  a  firearm  — 
it's  a  cell  phone  and  the  require¬ 
ment  to  dial  it  immediately  upon 
perceiving  a  threat. 

If  a  gun  call  is  answered  by  law 
enforcement  authorities,  whether 
it  be  a  roboery,  shooting  event,  or 
a  group  hostage  taking,  you 
should  be  prepared  to  respond 
appropriately.  Should  the  police 
enter  your  church  during  an  on¬ 
going  gun  emergency,  you  should 
duck  and  take  cover.  If  it  is  possi¬ 
ble,  get  on  the  floor  and  avoid  the 
bullets  that  may  start  flying. 

For  elderly  people,  the  best 
idea  is  to  lean  forward  in  the  pew 


Quarles 

and  place  your  hands  behind 
your  head.  This  shows  your 
adversaries  and  the  police  as  well 
that  you  are  not  a  threat. 

In  a  group  hostage  taking,  all 

adversary,  you  may  be  able  to 
stop  him.  If  there  are  several,  the 
situation  is  even  more  tenuous 
Suiting  a  fi refight,  even  with  a 
clear  shot  at  one  or  more 
assailants,  is  fraught  with  danger 
for  all  in  attendance. 

Psychologists  call  active  resis¬ 
tance  in  such  a  situation  “counter- 
phobic  behavior'  and  it  should  be 
avoided  at.  all  costs. 

Do  what  the  hostage  takers  tell 
you  to  do.  Never  say  “no”  and 
never  say  “never”  to  armed  men 
in  a  public  setting.  These  words 
can  get  you  killed.  Robbers  and 
hostage  takers  want  control  and 
they  want  it  now!  By  acquiescing 
you  can  become  a  “successful  vic¬ 
tim."  Successful  victims  survive 
and  usually  don't  require  hospi- 
talization. 


should  plan  for  the  possibility  of 
an  active  shooter  or  a  group 
hostage  taking  event  and  insure 
that  all  ushers,  deacons,  and 
members  of  your  'Nehemiah’s 
Team /Shepherd's  Watch"  are  all 
operating  from  the  same  plan. 

If  shooting  assaults  are  already 
taking  place,  men  need  to  stop  the 
shooter.  Unfortunately,  the  best 
time  to  stop  him  is  when  he 
reloads. 

Quarles  is  professor  emeritus  of 
criminal'  justice  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi  in  Oxford  and  co-author  of 
the  hook.  Crime  Pi.  oention  for  Houses 
cf  Worship.  He  nay  he  contacted  at 
cmarlesdMemissodu.  Copyright  2011. 
Used  by  permission. 


Pakistani  Christian  remains  in 
jail  as  conflicts  swirl  around  her 

LAHORE  Pakistan  (BP) —  As  a  Christian  her  cell  for  all  but  30  minutes  a  day,  according 
mother  of  five  sits  on  death  row  in  Pakistan  to  The  Telegraph  in  London,  basing  its  report 
accused  of  insulting  Islam's  prophet  on  an  interview  Bibi  „ave  to  Life  for  AD,  a 


LAHORE  Pakistan  (BP)  —  As  a  Christian 
mother  of  five  sits  on  death  row  in  Pakistan 
accused  of  insulting  Islam's  prophet 
Muhammad,  new  controversies  are  mowing 
over  her  case. 

Asia  Bibi  (referred  to  in  some  reports  as 
Aasia  Noreen)  was  jailed  in  2009  after  a  dispute 


ishable  by  death  under  Pakistani  law. 

Although  she  denied  any  wrongdoing  she 
was  convicted  a  year  later  and  sentenced  to 
death  While  Bibi  waits  for  her  appeal  to  be 
heard  in  court  a  non -governmental  organiza¬ 
tion  (NGO)  claiming  to  represent  her  is  trading 
accusations  with  her  husband  Ashiq. 

The  Masihi  Foundation  which  describes 
itself  as  a  humanitarian  organization  and 
claims  to  be  Bibi's  legal  counsel,  published 
what  it  said  was  an  interview  with  Bibi  from 
her  Pakistani  prison  where  it  claimed  to  have 
found  her  mistreated,  in  poor  health  and  near 
mental  illness. 

The  Express  Tribune  in  Pakistan  an  affiliate 
of  the  International  I  laraid  Tribune,  reported 
that  Shahid  Khan  home  secretary  of  the  Prefab 
region  where  Bibi  is  imprisoned,  ,tave  no  per¬ 
mission  for  such  a  visit  and  officials  at  the  jail 
where  Bibi  is  being  held  denied  the  visit  ever 
happened. 

Furthermore,  Bibi's  husband  Ashiq  told 
The  Express  Tribune  that  he  saw  Asia  over 
Christmas  and  didn't  notice  any  health 
problems. 

"1  asked  Asia  and  she  says  no  one  met  her" 
he  said.  "The  Masihi  Foundation  is  trying  to 
earn  money  out  of  my  wife's  name." 

The  husbarvhalso  told  The  Express  Tribune 
that  Masihi  Foundation  is  no  longer  Bibi's  legal 
representation  “We  do  not  think  it  is  advisable 
to  pursue  Aasia's  case  right  now  under  the  cur¬ 
rent  government,"  he  said.  "We  are  in  touch 
with  some  top  lawyers  in  the  country" 

The  Masihi  Foundation  countered  by ’claim¬ 
ing  it  still  represents  Bibi  and  accusing  her  hus¬ 
band,  who  signed  a  contract  with  a  publisher 
for  a  book  on  Asia,  of  looking  to  enrich  himself 

"Ashiq  is  only  interested  in  money-making 
which  he  has  been  involved  in  ever  since  inter¬ 
national  support  started  coming  in  for  Aasia," 
Haroon  Barkat  the  head  of  MF.  told  The 
Express  Tribune 

Amid  the  squabbling  Bibi  is  still  locked  in 


on  an  interview  Bibi  ^ve  to  Life  for  AD,  a 
Christian  organization. 

"I  am  given  raw  material  to  cook  for  myself, 
sinoe  the  administration  fears  I  might  be  poi¬ 
soned,  as  other  Christians  accused  of  blasphe¬ 
my  werepoisoned  or  killed  in  the  jail"  she  said, 
MMtngmar  a  female  warden  vena  impended 
for  trying  to  strangle  her. 

As  Bibi  awaits  ffie  ruling  on  her  appeal  her 
case  —  and  Pakistan's  blasphemy  laws  — have 
unleashed  deadly  tensions  in  Pakistan. 

Salman  Taseer.  governor  of  Pakistan's 


Punjab  province,  was  a  vocal  critic  of  blasphe¬ 
my  laws  and  called  for  Bibi  to  be  pardoned.  Fie 
was  gunned  down  in  January  2011  by  an 
Islamist  member  of  his  security  squad  who, 
according  to  media  reports,  was  angry  with  the 
governor  s  stance. 

"Witnesses  said  (the  guard]  fired  20  rounds 
into  Salman  Taseer's  back,  while  members  of 
the  security  team  that  was  supposed  to  guard 
the  Punjab  governor  stood  watching'  wrote 
Tc.ry  Mattingly,  religion  columnist  for  the 
Scripps  Howard  news  service. 

"Moderate  Muslim  leaders,  fearing  for  their 
lives,  refused  to  condemn  the  shooting  and 
many  of  the  troubled  nation's  secular  political 
leaden,  —  including  President  Asif  Ali  Zardari, 
a  friend  and  ally  of  Taseer  —  declined  to  attend 
the  funeral"  wrote  Mattingly,  who  also  is  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Washington  Journalism  Colter  at  the 
Council  for  Christian  Colleges  and 
Universities. 

Two  months  later,  Shahbaz  Bhatti. 
Pakistan's  minister  for  minorities  and  the  only 
Christian  in  the  government  was  killed  by 
unidentified  gunmen  after  campaigning  for 
reform  of  Pakistan's  blasphemy  laws. 

While  the  office  of  Pakistani  President  Asif 
AD  Zardari  said  he  would  pardon  Bibi  if  an 
appeals  oourt  upholds  her  death  sentence,  a 
pardon  would  not  guarantee  her  safety.  In  July 
2010,  two  Christian  brothers  accused  of  blas¬ 
phemy  were  gunned  down  inside  a  courthouse 
during  their  trial  and  the  imam  of  Bibi's  village 
mosque  suggested  a  similar  fate  awaits  her. 

"If  the  law  punishes  someone  for  blasphe¬ 
my,  and  that  person  is  pardoned,  then  we  will 
also  take  trie  law  in  our  hands,"  Qari 
Mohammed  Salim  told  the  British 
Broadcasting  Corporation. 


province,  was  a  vocal  critic  of  l 


The  Baptist  Record 


JANUARY  19,  2012 


V, 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 


through  Jesus  Christ"  (v.  36). 


Loving  in  a  Divided  Culture 

Acts  10 


By  Bum  Page  _  the  Exile  by  the  pure-  K 

_  blooded  Jews  who 

I  grew  up  in  Georgia  and,  returned  to  Jerusalem  « 

being  a  "son  of  the  South,"  I  (cf.  Ezra-Nehemiah), 
lived  a  prejudiced  life  without  and  they  were  still  Page 
knowing  I  was  doing  it.  I  just  despised  in  Jesus'  day 

th0U8fe  forty*.1*™  ^"8?  TOO  years  later.  he  hadnotovereome'his 

were.  Prejudicial  thinking  did  In  our  lesson  for  this  week, 
not  begin  m  the  southern  states,  Peter  came  face  to  face  with  his 
however;  if  s  been  present  since  prejudice  against  Gentiles, 
society  began.  (When  the  Prejudice  still  abounds  today 
Assyrians  conquered  the  north-  between  people  of  different  from 
em  kingdom  (Israel),  their  cus-  races  and  religious  back-  anim 
tomary  practice  was  to  deport  grounds.  The  word  prejudice  least 
the  upper  class  to  other  territo-  means  to  pre-judge.  When  I  see  deem 
°*  ™  empire  (2  Kings  someone  of  a  different  skin  wr.s  < 

17:6),  wlule  importing  people  color  or  someone  who  dresses  eat." 


unclean  up  and  go  .  .  with  them"  hire,"  let's  act  on  the  authority 
society  (v.20).  The  next  day  Peter  "got  of  our  Lord  and  not  wait  until 
had  over-  up  and  set  out  with  them."  As  we  feel  like  loving.  If  we  wait 
type,  God  had  .sent  his  angel  to  on  our  feelings,  we  will  never 
-  - — -  -  — ■  Pp*j’  Cornelius  and  a$  Cornelius  act  on  his  command, 
udice  toward  Gentiles.  During  had  se  if  his  servant  to  Peter,  Peter  finally  repented  of  his 
his  prayer  tune  one  day,  Peter  now  the  Spirit  was  sending  prejudices  towardGentiles.  He 
i  vision  of  Petei  to  Cornelius.  Peter  was  came  to  understand  that  "God 
towered  being  an  obedient  servant.  doesn't  show  favoritism"  (34). 
I  kinds  of  Each  one  of  us  has  to  choose  To  repent  literally  means  "to 

1  fowl  (at  between  being  "willing  to  change  the  way  one  thinks." 
ich  were  serve"  and  being  "a  servant."  When  we  change  die  way  we 
When  we  are  "willing  to  think,  we  will  change  the  way 
kill  and  serve,"  we  are  still  in  control,  we  act  If  we  can  get  our  chil- 
me  (v.  14)  We  determine  when,  where,  dren,to  think  differently  about 
refused  a  how  much,  and  whom  we  will  something,  they  will  act  differ- 
“•“jfd  i*™!.  But  when  we  choose  to  ently  God  wants  his  children  to 
hn  13:8).  "be  a  servant."  we  place  our  repent  of  old  prejudices  based 
not  call  lives  under  the  authority  of  our  on  hate,  and  act  toward  others 
t  God  has  masler  and  serve  at  his  discre-  based  on  love. 

tion— whenever,  wherever,  - 

i  a  direct  however,  and  whomever.  As  Page  is  chair  of  the  Department  of 

i  mission,  the  Lord's  servants,  we  are  Christian  Studies  and  pfaloaopku  at 
appeared  charged  (commissioned)  to  tell  Mesassipfft  College  and  a  member  Of 
'tile)  and  others  the  "good  news  of  peace  First  Church.  Clinton. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Be  Exclusive 

Deuteronomy  43-10, 15-19, 39-40 


the  Children  of  Israel 
had  seen  God's  action 
during  their  wilderness 
journey.  Moses  remind¬ 
ed  them  of  the  experi¬ 
ence  at  Baal  Feor.  God 
had  destroyed  all  those 
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tographs  can  be  puMshed  one  time  only. 
News  items  and/or  photographs  depicting 
bensas  and  activities  lor  secular  or  outside 
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Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
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39205-0530  FAX  (801)  292-3330  E-mail: 
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Battle  for  the  temple 


'Food  Revolution'  pastor  fires  new  salvo 


HUNTINGTON,  W.Va.  (BP)  —  The 
pastor  who  became  nationally  known 
on  the  ABC  TV  show,  Jamie'Giiver's 
Food  Revolution,  found  a  passion  for 
physical  stewardship  from  real-life 
experiences. 

Five  years  ago,  Steve  Willis  lost  a 
good  friend  during  heart  surgery.  For 
years,  his  friend's  doctor  had  told  him 
to  eat  healthier  and  lose  weight. 
However,  even  the  pastor  joked  about 
overeating  —  until  iiis  friend  died 

About  the  same  time,  Willis' 
youngest  son  was  diagnosed  with 
attention-deficit  disorder.  The  youth 
got  in  trouble  at  school,  didn't  follow 
directions,  and  did  poorly  on  assign¬ 
ments.  After  placing  the  youth  on  '■med¬ 
ication,  the  cure  proved  worse  tnan  the 
disease,  said  Willis,  pastor  of  the 
Huntington-area  First  Church  in 
Kenova,  W.Va. 

One  day  as  they  looked  at  their 
"zoned  out"  boy,  Willis  said  he  and  his 
wife  Deanna  decided  they  had  to  do 
something  else.  Although  their  son  was 
quiet,  he  was  no  longer  his  true  self, 
Willis  said. 


Wilis  said  the  goal  of  his  book  is 
helping  pastors  who  want  their  con¬ 
gregations  to  glorify  God  (1 
Corinthians  10:31),  mothers  who  still 
value  family  dinners  and  churches  that 
want  to  improve  the  way  they  reach 
out  to  their  communities,  "but  most  of 
all,  it  is  a  wakeup  call  for  every 
American,"  Willis  said 

'There's  a  reason  our  nation  is  get¬ 
ting  more  and  more  obese.  It's 
because  our  government  has  helped 
create  a  food  system  that  is  literally 
killing  us  with  cheap  food.  The  church 
has  to  get  involved.  Until  our  people 
understand  how  we  are  being  manip¬ 
ulated  into  poor  health,  they  will  not 
be  able  to  make  the  changes  necessary 
for  a  true  food  revolution.” 

As  a  result  of  local  teams  that  Willis 
has  helped  initiate,  today  Huntington:' 

•  has  a  distance  ran  nearly  every 
weekend. 

•  has  seen  area  churches  sponsor 
diet  and  exercise  accountability 

groups. 

•  has  established  a  downtown  culi¬ 
nary  training  institute  that  offers  ongo¬ 
ing  healthy  cooking  lessons. 

In  addition.  First  Church  Kenova 
hosts  healthy,  affordable  Wednesday 
night  community  dinners. 

Another  step  their  pastor  envisions 


STEVE  WILLIS 


new 


Wlmiing  the  Food  Fight. 

"If  people  are  dying  at  an  early  age 
solely  because  they  are  overweight,  are 
spending  i $200  •  month  on  medications 
.  rr.”-*  °yy.  y.JW't  change  their  eating 
hMMtf ,  and  children  are  doing  poorly  in 
school  becau  e  parents  won't  give 
them  proper  nutrition,  those  are  moral 
issues,  Willis  said. 

Willis  set  his  concerns  before  the 
church  in  what  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  had  labeled  the  "unheal  thiest 
city  in  America."  As  a  result  of  First 
„_,Vrc“  S  efforts  to  combat  obesity, 
WUlis  received  a  call  from  a  producer  at 
,work*d  with  renowned 
British  chef  Jamie  Oliver. 

Willis  agreed  to  helo  Oliver  tane  niv 


'Most  weight  loss  camps  help  peo¬ 
ple  lose  weight  but  they  do  not  address 
the  underlying  spiritual  issues  that  led 
•he  person  to  overeat  in  the  first  place,' 
Willis  said.  "As  a  result,  the  recidivism 
rate  is  more  than  50%. 

"That's  what  happens 

Hwhen  you  separate  the 
Gospel  from  any  social 
issue.  At  our  camps,  we  will 
require  applicants  to  find  a 
local  church  accountability 
l  group  to  sponsor  them  with 

If  prayer  and  support  That 

^  way,  when  they  return 

home  they  can  continue  to 
--4  practice  what  we  teach  and 

pass  it  on  to  others." 

*  .  The  first  camp  is  tenta- 

lively  set  to  begin  April  1  at 
mhV  Heritage  Farm  Museum  & 

Village,  an  Appalachian  hi- 
|N|  torical  attraction  near 

Huntington  seen  on  the 
B_L  IB  History  Channel  s 

_  American  Pickers  in 

December. 

"The  church  preaches  about  all  the 
so-called  seven  deadly  sins  with  the 
exception  of  gluttony,"  Willis  said 
"As  a  result,  we've  slowly  allowed 
our  waistlines  to  expand  to  the  point 
that  we  are  unable  to  love  God  with 


2610.  a  venture  that  la^r  „ 

Emmy.  During  post-production,  Oliver 
encouraged  Willis  to  keep  telling 
churches  about  proper  nutrition.  6 
"There  were  a  lot  of  weight  loss 
books  out  there  but  very  few  that  deal 
with  a  morahand  biblical  philosophy  of 
f°°?  *nd  Physical  exercise," 
Wilhs  said  Once  we  started  control- 
rng  our  eating  habits,  our  spiritual 
liv«  started  changing  as  well.  I  knew 
that  our  story  had  to  be  told." 

.Oliver  volunteered  to  write  the 


1A„  *T  RIGHT:  CHANGING  BAD 
Willis  (center)  joins 
British  chef  lamie  Oliver  (left/ and 
volunteer  cooks  at  ^irst  Church  in 
,  Kf’ova’  WAa.  as  part  of  Oliver's 
jt?  Huntington  area  to 

£*«  six-part  ABC  show,  Jamie 
Oliver's  Food  Revolution,  that  later 
won  an  Emmy  Award  (HP  photo) 
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